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Fourth Sunday of Advent 
He shall stand FIRM  and SHEPHERD his flock  

by the strength of the LORD , in the MAJESTIC  name  

of the LORD ,  his God; and they shall remain,  

for now his GREATNESS shall REACH  to the ends of the earth. 

Micah 5:3 

DECEMBER 20, 2009 
 

6400 SPRING STREET,  RACINE ,  WI 53406 



Sacraments at St. Paul  
Baptism - Parents must be registered with the parish three months 

prior to Baptism.  Please call the Parish Office to register for a 

Baptism preparation session. 
Marriage - Couples call the pastor, at least six months before the 

desired date. 
Anointing - First Friday of every month after 8:15 a.m. Mass or 

by request. 
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Weekly Worship & Daily Prayer 

Mass Intentions 
Liturgy of the Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 4:30 p.m. À Living & Deceased Members of St. Paul 
Sunday, December 20th, Liturgy of the Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 8:30 a.m.   À All Souls 
    10:30 a.m. À Daniel Baer & Josephine Pettavino (Frank & 
     Barbara Baer) 
Monday, December 21st, St. Peter Canisius 
 8:15 a.m.   NO MASS - Communion Service  
Tuesday, December 22nd, Late Advent Weekday  
 8:15 a.m.   NO MASS - Communion Service 
Wednesday, December 23rd, St. John of Kanty 
 8:15 a.m.   À All Souls 
Thursday, December 24th, Late Advent Weekday 
 8:15 a.m.   NO MASS - NO COMMUNION SERVICE 
 4:30 p.m. À Living & Deceased Members of St. Paul 
   10:00 p.m. À All Souls 
Friday, December 25th, Nativity of the Lord/Christmas 
 8:15 a.m.   NO MASS - NO COMMUNION SERVICE 
 9:00 a.m. À Living & Deceased Pastors of St. Paul 
Saturday, December 26th, St. Stephen 
 8:15 a.m.   NO MASS - NO COMMUNION SERVICE 
Liturgy of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph  
 4:30 p.m. À Ann Bulik (Hrpcek Family) 
Sunday, December 27th, Liturgy of the Holy Family of Jesus, 
Mary & Joseph   
 8:30 a.m.   À All Souls 
    10:30 a.m. À Living & Deceased Members of St. Paul 
 

The Divine Mercy Chaplet is prayed Monday through Saturday prior to the 
Mass or Communion Service at 7:50 a.m. 
 

The Rosary is prayed Monday through Saturday following the Mass or 
Communion Service. 

 

Weekly Scripture Synopsis 
December 20th ~ Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Micah 5:1-4; Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45 

Micah tells us of Jesusô origin from among the least of the peo-
ple.  Paul reminds us that Jesus came for us.  Luke calls all 
blessed who believe.  Believe what?  God is in our weakness call-
ing us to trust. 
 

December 25th ~ Christmas 

Isaiah 9:1-6; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 

The traditional Midnight Christmas readings speak to us of God 
and light.  Into the darkness of the 1st century world came a great 
light from a third world country ï Israel.  The light still shines for 
all who want to see that God is here, God is good, and as His 
children we need to live in that light. 

 
Readings for the Week of December 20, 2009 

Sunday:  Mi 5:1-4a/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45 
Monday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Lk 1:39-45 
Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/Lk 1:46-56 
Wednesday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Lk 1:57-66 
Thursday: Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Lk 1:67-79 
Friday: Vigil:  Is 62:1-5/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 
Midnight:  Is 9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14 
Dawn:   Is 62:11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20 
Day:   Is 52:7-10/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 
Saturday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Mt 10:17-22 
Next Sunday: Sir 3:2-7, 12-14 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28/Col  
  3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24/Lk 2:41-52 

 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of 
Rose Cowan and Ernest Yunk whose funer-
als were held this week.  May their souls 

rest in eternal peace.  Please keep Rose, Ernest and their families in 
your prayers. 

  Prayer Requests 
     In addition to our Book of Prayers, you may anonymously 

write your prayer request and place it in the wooden box on the 

west table in the gathering area.  Feel free to contact Bernice 

Davis at 637-2959 or Sue Douglas at 884-9095 for  prayer also. 

St. Paul Schedule 
Sunday Masses 

Saturday: 4:30 p.m. 

Sunday: 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
Weekday Masses 

Monday through Saturday: 

8:15 a.m. 

Communion Service on Tuesday 
Confessions - Each Saturday 

after 8:15 a.m. Mass & 2nd 

Wednesday at 1:00 p.m. 

St. Sebastian Schedule 
Sunday Masses 

Saturday: 4:30 p.m. 

Sunday: 7:30 a.m. & 9:30 a.m. 
Weekday Masses 

Monday through Thursday: 

8:00 a.m. 

No Mass on Friday 
Confessions - Each Saturday: 

3:30 p.m. or by appointment 

 

Prayer of Blessing 
Lord our God, 
We praise You for Your son, Jesus Christ: 
He is Emmanuel, the hope of the peoples, 
He is the wisdom that teaches and guides us, 
He is the Savior of every nation. 
Lord God, 
Let Your blessing come upon us  
as we light the candles of this wreath. 
Amen. 
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Parish Calendar & Information 

This Week at St. Paul 
 

DETAILED MASS, CONFESSION & PARISH OFFICE SCHEDULE 
~ PAGE 5 
 

Sunday, December 20th 
  9:00 a.m. RCIA Session - Fr. Esser Library 
10:30 a.m. Childrenõs Liturgy of the Word - Gathering Area 
11:30 a.m. Orchestra Rehearsal - Church 
 

Monday, December 21st 
  8:00 a.m. Set up Christmas Trees - Church 
  9:00 a.m. St. Paulõs Happy Crafters - Fr. Cox Hall 
 

Tuesday, December 22nd 
  9:00 a.m. Preparations for Christmas - Church, Gathering 
 Area & Fr. Cox Hall 
 

Wednesday, December 23rd 
  9:00 a.m. Wednesday Bible Study - Fr. Esser Library 
  9:00 a.m. Decorate for Christmas - Church, Gathering 
 Area & Fr. Cox Hall 
  5:30 p.m. Childrenõs Choir Rehearsal - Church 
 

Thursday, December 24th 
Parish Office Closed 
  4:30 p.m. Christmas Vigil - Church 
10:00 p.m. Christmas Vigil - Church 
 

Friday, December 25th 
Parish Office Closed 
  9:00 a.m. Christmas Mass - Church 
 

Saturday, December 26th 
No Activities Scheduled 
 

Sunday, December 27th 
10:30 a.m. Childrenõs Liturgy of the Word - Gathering Area 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASS SCHEDULES ~ PAGE 6 

Christmas Memorial Envelopes 
     Last chance to remember someone special with a 

Christmas Floral Memorial.  Envelopes are still on 

the tables in the gathering area and are due in the 

Parish Office by Monday, December 21st.  Your 

gift will help purchase the beautiful poinsettia flowers that 

adorn our worship and gathering space.  Suggested donation is 

$10, but any amount will be appreciated!  Watch the Christmas 

bulletin for a Memorial insert. 

 

Christmas Greetings to Our Beloved Priests 
     During this joyful holiday season, many send Christmas greet-

ings to those who have touched our lives in some special way.  For 

many of us, a priest is one of these special people, who has shared 

our joys and comforted us in our sorrows.  This weekend, we have 

a Christmas box on a table in the gathering area for you to leave a 

special Christmas greeting for our beloved Pastor, Fr. Bill. 
 

     If you wish to also send a Christmas greeting to Fr. Paul Esser, 

our beloved retired Pastor, you may send it to P. O. Box 148 in 

Nashotah, WI  53058.  His heart is always touched that so many 

of you remember him at this joyful season.  

He remembers all of us in prayer through-

out the year. 

 

Eucharistic Adoration & First Friday Anointing 
     First Friday is on New Yearôs Day this year, therefore there 

will be no Eucharistic Adoration on December 31st and no First 

Friday Anointing on January 1st.  However, the deacons in the 

Archdiocese of Milwaukee are planning an Archdiocesan-wide 

Holy Hour on January 21st.  Deacon Bill Widmar is planning 

the Holy Hour for St. Paul the Apostle Parish.  Watch for more 

details coming soon. 

 

Year End  

Contributions 
     For those who wish to make year end contribu-

tions, we ask that you submit your donation to the 

Parish Office by December 31, 2009.  All contribu-

tions received in the office or via U.S. Mail postmarked Decem-

ber 31, 2009, will be credited to the year 2009 (unless otherwise 

noted.)   
 

     When you receive your Stewardship letter in December, 

please look it over and make sure that it reflects the correct 

amounts.  If you feel there is a discrepancy, please call the 

Parish Office so that we may correct any problems before the 

year ends.  The Stewardship letter you receive in January will 

serve as your year end contribution statement for tax purposes.  

Please save this letter!  (Note:  Heifer Tree donations made 

payable to St. Paul the Apostle will be shown on your January 

statement.)   
 

     Your generosity touches the hearts and lives of many peo-

ple who seek the Eucharist and ministries of St. Paul the Apos-

tle.  Thank you all for the blessings you share with our parish! 

Thursday, December 24th 

Thursday, December 24th 

Friday, December 25th 

Friday, January 1st 

4:30 p.m. 

10:00 p.m. 

9:00 a.m. 

9:00 a.m. 

Early Christmas Mass 

Christmas Vigil 

Christmas Day 

New Yearôs Day 

Attention All Ushers! 
     We need your help.  The signup list for our up-coming 
holydays is in the Usherôs Room.  Please consider ushering on 
these occasions.   
 

 
 

 
 
 

No service on Thursday, December 31st (New Years Eve) 
Pick up 2010 first quarter schedule in the Usherôs Room. 

 

Scripture Readings for Christmas 
Isaiah 9:1-6  A child is born to us. 
Titus 2:11-14  The grace of God has appeared, saving all. 
Luke 2:1-14  Do not be afraid: I proclaim to you good news of 
great joy. 
 

Scripture Readings for Next Sunday 
Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14  Honor your parents. 
Colossians 3:12-21  Bear with one another and forgive each other. 
Luke 2:41-52  Joseph and Mary find Jesus after three days. 
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Dead Sea Scrolls & the Bible 

Tri-Parish 
Bus Trip 

Saturday, February 6th -  
Cost:  $60.00 per person 

or  
Thursday, February 11th -  

Cost $55.00 per person 
 

The bus will leave St. Paulõs west parking lot at 9:15 a.m. and return 
around 3:00 p.m.  We will begin boarding the bus at 9:05 a.m.  Please join 
us for 8:15 a.m. Mass prior to our departure.  This is intended for all ages. 
 

Includes transportation, lunch at Buca di Beppo, ticket to Dead Sea Scrolls 
& the Bible: Ancient Artifacts, Timeless Treasures and all gratuities.  (Audio 
Guide available onsite at Milwaukee Museum for an additional $5.00.) 

Reservations should be received in the St. Paul the Apostle Parish Office by 
Monday, January 11, 2010.  Checks should be made payable to St. Paul the 
Apostle Parish.  Payment along with this reservation form, secures your seat.  
(We will fill this trip on a first-come, first-serve basis.)  St. Paul the Apostle 
Parish reserves the right to cancel either trip if they cannot be filled.  There 
are no refunds, unless St. Paul the Apostle Parish cancels the trip. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact St. Paul the Apostle Parish at 886
-0530 or stpaulracine@tds.net. 
 
Please return this slip with payment to St. Paul the Apostle Parish Office,  
6400 Spring Street, Racine, WI 53406 by Monday, January 11, 2010.  
Your reservation is not considered complete without payment in full. 
 

Name:  ___________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ____________________   Trip Date:  ____________________ 
 
Name:  ___________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ____________________   Trip Date:  ____________________ 
 
Received by:  ________________  on ___________________________ 
 

Total Amount:  _____________  Check # _______________________ 

Lunch Menu at Buca di Beppo 
Salad  

Spaghetti with Marinara & Chicken Parmigaina 
Dessert 

Soft drink, coffee & tea 

10:30 a.m. 

1:00 p.m. 

Two Hour Walking Tour at Milwaukee Public Museum 

Lunch at Buca di Beppo 

Inclement Weather Notice 
     When the weather outside is frightfulé..we 
encourage you to stay home!  Your safety is our 
primary concern!  Last year, our parish instituted a 
policy to deal with inclement weather.  During the 
week, if Racine Unified Schools are CLOSED, so 
is St. Paulé..the office will be closed and there 
will be no morning Mass celebrated at 8:15 a.m.  
This is also true of Christian Formation classes or 
other parish activities that are scheduledé.if 
Racine Unified is closed or cancels classes, our 
programs and events are cancelled.   
 

     On Sunday mornings, as long as we are able to 
get our parking lots plowed and sidewalks cleared 
or salted, we will be open and will celebrate Mass 
as scheduled.  Listen to local radio and television 
stations or check our website for an-
nouncements of cancellation or 
closure.  And always use your best 
judgment before venturing out! 

 
Living Our Faith 

      The December 26th Catholic 
Knights presents Living Our Faith 
spotlights young adults in the 
Catholic Church.  Fr. Luke Strand 

talks about Catholic Youth Expedition; outdoor 
retreats which focus on prayer and the gospel.   
Nicole Fastabend and Brad Conners talk about 
being young lay leaders in the Catholic commu-
nity.  Watch Catholic Knights presents Living Our 
Faith Saturday, December 26th at 11:00 a.m., on 
WISN TV 12. The program also airs on Time 
Warner Cable's Wisconsin On Demand, Channel 
411.  If you miss a show, every segment is avail-
able at www.livingourfaith.net. 

Scripture  & Friendship Sharing 

Be Like the Innkeeper  
this Christmas!  

Claim the spirit of the innkeeper, 
who opened his heart and stable 
to Joseph and Mary, by helping 
someone in a difficult situation.  
(Luke 2:7) 
Be especially nice to sales people.  
They work long hours, dealing 
with inpatient customers.  Re-
member they are people, just like 
us, who have their own Christmas 
preparation to tend to.  
Extend compassion to a stranger:  
let someone go ahead of you in 
line at the grocery store, hold a 
door for a young mother or elderly 
person or just smile at someone 
who looks like they need a smile. 
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Spiritual Friendship 

Parish Nurse 
     Peggyôs Schedule: 
Thursday, January 7th 
 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. 
Thursday, January 14th 
 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. 
Thursday, January 21st 
 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. 

You may contact Peggy at  
pegtaylor71@gmail.com. 

Christmas & New Yearõs Liturgies 
    St. Paul the Apostle Church     St. Rita Church         St. Sebastian Church 
    Christmas Eve  Christmas Eve         Christmas Eve 
    Vigil of Christmas              Vigil of Christmas        Vigil of Christmas 
    Thursday, December 24th Thursday, December 24th         Thursday, December 24th                                                                                 
    4:30 p.m. & 10:00 p.m.  4:00 p.m. & 11:00 p.m.        4:00 p.m. & 10:30 p.m. 

    Christmas Day  Christmas Day         Christmas Day 
    Nativity of Christmas              Nativity of Christmas        Nativity of Christmas 
    Friday, December 25th  Friday, December 25th        Friday, December 25th 
    9:00 a.m.               9:30 a.m.         8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

    New Yearôs Eve  New Yearôs Eve         New Yearôs Eve 
    No Services                Thursday, December 31st         Thursday, December 31st 
                 4:30 p.m.         5:30 p.m. 
    New Yearôs Day  New Yearôs Day         New Yearôs Day  
    Feast of the Blessed   Feast of the Blessed          Feast of the Blessed  
     Virgin Mary   Virgin Mary          Virgin Mary 
    Friday, January 1st               Friday, January 1st        Friday, January 1st 
    9:00 a.m.                9:30 a.m.         8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

Parking Lot Concerns 
     Once again, as we approach our busy Christmas Masses, we ask everyone to park with 

care and caution.  To keep our building and occupants safe, we must keep the fire lanes 

around church open and accessible to emergency vehicles.  PLEASE DO NOT PARK 

ALONG SIDEWALKS.  This area must stay clear, in the event that an emergency vehicle is 

called.  (The pavement in these areas is marked, but may become snow covered.) 
 

     If you enter the east parking lot (off Emmertsen Road) and cannot find a spot, please 

drive slowly to the west parking loté..there are usually plenty of spots on that side of the 

building.  If you need assistance getting into the building, please speak with an Usher, who is 

happy to assist you or your family members.  

 
Parish Holiday Office Hours  

& Weekday Morning Mass 

 Parish Holiday Office Hours 
 

  December 21st to 23rd 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
  December 24th & 25th Office Closed 
  December 28th  Office Closed 
  December 29th & 30th 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
  December 31st  Office Closed 
  January 1st, 2010  Office Closed 

 Weekday Morning Mass Schedule between December 21st - January 2nd 
 

  December 21st & 22nd Communion Service 
  December 23rd  8:15 a.m. Mass 
  December 24th & 25th No Morning Mass or Communion Service 
  December 26th  No Morning Mass or Communion Service  
     & No Confessions 
  December 28th   No Morning Mass or Communion Service 
  December 29th  Communion Service 
  December 30th & 31st 8:15 a.m. Mass 
  January 2nd, 2010 8:15 a.m. Mass & Confessions 

 

Parish  
Calendars 

     Our annual par-
ish calendars, made 
available through 
the generosity of Maresh Mere-
dith Funeral Home, should be 
delivered in mid-December.  
Calendars will be placed in the 
Gathering Area, once they arrive. 
 

Thank You! 
     We wish to thank those who 
dropped some extra cash in our 
offertory collections on the Feast 
of the Immaculate Conception, 
December 8th to help out those 
who are unemployed and strug-
gling this Christmas season.  
Your gift will help support a 
Knights of Columbus Job Fair, 
being planned here at St. Paul in 
late January 2010.  We will also 
provide for some immediate 
needs for those within our faith 
community dealing with some 
challenges this year.  The total 
donations, from both holy day 
masses, is $3,143.80.  Blessings 
to you for sharing! 
 

St. Paul  
Senior Luncheon 

     There will not be a senior 
lunch tomorrow, December 21st.  
Our next lunch will be Monday, 
January 18th from 11:00 a.m. - 
1:00 p.m.  Watch for more de-
tails in future bulletins. 


